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Intent

At Barnes Infant Academy, our history curriculum is designed to help

children understand themselves, their families and the wider world through the study of
the past. Our curriculum s written spechLcaLLg for Barnes Infant Academy, Jcakmg account
of our local context in Sunderland so that children make meaningful connections between

their own lives, their community and historical events.

We recognise that children enter school with varied experiences and levels of language
development. Therefore, our history curriculum builds knowledge progressively, prioritises
vocabulary and oracy, and fosters a strong sense of belonging. Our intent is for children
to develop secure historical knowledge and key concepts, while learning to talk about the
past condeenJch, respectfuug and accurately, This ensures children leave Barnes Infcmt
Academy with the knowledge, vocabulary and learning behaviours needed for the next

stage of their education.

Curriculum Dengn & Seqvuenclng

Our thJcory curriculum s knowLedge—Led and carefu[[g sequenced from EYFS Jchrough to
Year Q. Learnmg begms with children’s own lives and immediate experiences before

extendLng to nganLcant events, peopLe and perLods begond LLang memory.

Historical knowLedge ts broken into small, mar\ageab[e steps and revisited over time so that
[earn‘mg builds cumuLatLveLg. This deliberate sequer\cmg enables children to connect prLor

and new Learr\'mg, Lag'mg secure four\daﬂor\s for Keg S‘cage ay

Vocabularg, Oracg & Communication

Vocabulary and oracy are explicitly prioritised within our history curriculum. Historical
vocabulary ts carefully selected, taught explicitly and revisited regularly to support

children’s ur\derstar\dmg of time, change and chronoLogg.

Teachers model subject—spechLc Language and prodee structured opportunities for children
to talk about historical events, peopLe and artefctcts using fu[[ sentences. This supports all
learners, parthuLarLg those with EAL, and ensures children communicate historical

knowledge with confidence.
Inclusion

Our thJcorg curriculum s dengned anLuvaeLg from the outset. Lessons reduce cognitive

load, use clear modeLLLng, and prodee visual, practhaL and Language—based scaffoLds.



Adaptations may include:
e Pre-teaching and revisiting key historical vocabulary
e Use of images, timelines and artefacts
e Regular retrieval of core knowledge

e Flexible ways for children to demonstrate understandmg

Enhancement & Cultural CapL’caL

Carefully selected enrichment experiences enhance and deepen children’s historical
understandmg. These aLLgn cLoseLg with curriculum content and sequenc'mg, ensurmg all
children have equLtab[e access to cultural cathaL that broadens their understandmg of

the past.

We have strong links with Sunderland’s Winter Gardens and Museum, providing workshops
and artefact boxes to support firsthand learning

In Year |, children visit Hg[ton Castle as part of the K‘mgs and Queens topic. In Year &,
children visit Beamish Open Air Museum during their Victorian study to experience life

beyond living memory
Impact
As a result of our history curriculum, children at Barnes Infant Academy:
e know more about the past and remember key historical knowledge
e use historical vocabulary confidently
e understand that the past is different from the present
e show curlosity about people, events and experiences beyond their own lives
e demonstrate respect for different communities, cultures and histortes

This policy reflects our Barnes curriculum drivers of Belonging, Communication, Curtosity

and Resilience.



