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At Barnes Infant Academy, our geography curriculum is designed to help children make
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sense of the world around them and understand their pLace within tt. Our geographg
curriculum s written spechLcaLLg for Barnes Infcmt Academg, takmg account of our local
context in Barnes and Sunderland, so that children begin with familiar places and

graduaug deve[op an understandmg Of the WLdeI" WOI"LCL

We recognise that many of our children enter school with varied experiences and levels
of language development. Therefore, our geography curriculum s carefully planned to build
knowledge progressively, prioritise vocabulary and oracy, and ensure all children feel
condeent and included as geographers. Our intent s for children to develop secure
locational knowledge, understand human and physical features, and learn to talk
accurately about places and environments. This carefully sequenced curriculum ensures
children leave Barnes Infant Academy with the secure knowledge, vocabulary and learning

behaviours needed to succeed in the next stage of their education.

Curriculum Deslgn & Seqvuenclng

Our geography curriculum is knowledge-led and carefully sequenced from EYFS through
to Year Q. Learning begins with children’s immediate environment and local area before
extending to the United Kingdom, the wider world, and a contrasting non-European

country.

Key geograpthaL concepts, an[udmg p[ace and be[ong‘mg, location and mapping, human
and physical features, and weather and climate, are revisited and built upon over time.
This deliberate seguencing ensures Learnmg s cumulative, enab[mg children to make

meanLngfuL connections between pLaces and deveLop a growing sense of scale and gLobaL

awareness.

Vocabularg. Oracg & Communication
\/ocabuLarH and oracy are expLLthLg prLorLthed within our geographg curriculum.
GeogrupthaL vocabuLarH is carefu[[g selected, tqught expLLthLg and revisited regu[arLg to

support chLLdren's unders’candmg OJC PLOCQ, space and eneronment

Teachers model subject—spechLc Language and prodee structured opportunities for children
to describe, compare and expLaLn geograph'u:a[ features usmg fu[[ sentences. This approach
supports all learners, parthuLarLg those with EAL, and ensures children can condeenJcLH

communicate their geograph'u:a[ understand‘mg,



Inclusion:
Our geography curriculum s designed inclusively from the outset. Lessons are planned to

reduce cognL’che load, use clear modeLLLng, and anorporate visual, practhaL and Language—

based scaffolds.

Adaptaﬂons may include pre—teachmg and overLearnLng of keg geograpthaL vocabuLarg; use
of maps, photographs, symbols and concrete resources; repetition and retrieval of core

know[edge; and fLebeLe ways for children to demonstrate understandmg.

Enhancement & Cultural Capl’cal

Carefully selected enrichment experiences are used to enhance and deepen children’s
understanding of the geography curriculum. These experiences are planned to align closely
with curriculum content and sequencing, ensuring all children have equitable access to

cultural capital that broadens their understanding of the world.

Enhancements may include local fieldwork, visits within the community, use of the local
coastline, visitors, and curriculum-linked experiences that strengthen geographical
knowledge and bring learning to life. Children will regularly explore the local
neighbourhood around our school and Barnes park. Reception children will visit a local
farm, Year | children will visit our local castle and Year & will explore the local

coastline.

Impac’c - What This Looks Like for Children

AS a I"esuLt O]C our geographg currLcuLum, chLLdrer\ OJC BO,I"I’IQS II’\JCCLI’I't Academg:

- know more about their local area, the United Kingdom and the wider world

- use geographical vocabulary confidently when talking about places and environments
- can Ldenthy and describe human and phgchaL features

- understand where places are located and how they are connected

- show curiosity, respect and care for deferent pLaces, peopLe and environments

This policy reflects our Barnes curriculum drivers of Belonging, Communication, Curtosity

and Resilience.



